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Thank you for joining us for the Upper School’s Annual Winter One-Acts. The student-directed one-act series began in 
Fall 2003 and has since continued as an annual celebration. The seniors that apply to direct a one-act choose their own 
scripts; audition and cast their own plays; design their set and costumes, and rehearse and block the entirety of the 
show. The faculty advisor watches several rehearsals to give feedback/advice, but what you see is the incredible work of 
these amazing students.

After last year’s fully virtual one-acts, we are back in person and could not be happier! The energy of the one-acts is as  
joyous as it is infectious. Being witness to the talent, commitment, tenacity, resilience, and creativity of our SPA students 
during this process amazes me. My teacher heart swells with pride as they take on the creative leadership role of director 
and work with their casts to create something meaningful, magical, and enjoyable. The talent, intelligence, and creativity 
that they possess individually is a sight to behold but together... they are astounding. I am so proud of this year’s group: 
Gray, Vivian, Per, Olivia, Sam, and Nan. Congratulations!

As always, many thanks for your support of our students and SPA theatre. Enjoy the shows!

COVID PROTOCOLS
The cast of The Yellow Wallpaper will be performing unmasked this evening in preparation for their participation in  
the MSHSL One-Act Play Sub-Section Competition on Saturday, January 29. Following MSHSL rules for Athletics, they  
will only be unmasked while actively performing on stage and we are keeping a 12’ distance from the audience and  
performers by blocking off the first two rows of seating. All audience members are required to wear a mask at all times.

 

 ONE-ACT PERFORMANCES

THE YELLOW WALLPAPER
By Charlotte Perkins Gilman  •  Adaptation by Jennifer Blackmer 

Director: Eric Severson  •  Assistant Director: Akie Kutsanai 

Jane.................................................................................................................................................................................. Annika Brelsford

Helene.................................................................................................................................................................................... Mimi Huelster 

Hildegard........................................................................................................................................................................... Parisa Ghavami

Elizabeth................................................................................................................................................................................Maggie Fried

Seniz..................................................................................................................................................................................... Alison Mitchell

Betty................................................................................................................................................................................. Rachel Swenson

Ellen........................................................................................................................................................................................ Madeline Kim

Gloria.......................................................................................................................................................................................... Sevy Hayes

John/Doctor..................................................................................................................................................................... Davyd Barchuk

5 MINUTE INTERMISSION 

CINDY & JULIE
By Bruce Kane 

Directors: Gray Whitaker-Castaneda and Vivian Johnson 

Cinderella.................................................................................................................................................................. Ellie Dawson-Moore

Juliet...................................................................................................................................................................................... Maddie Pierce

Young Woman............................................................................................................................................................ Cerena Karmaliani
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INTERLUDE: COMEDY IS SUBJECTIVE
By Andy Rose 

A COLD DAY IN HELL
By Keith J. Powell 

Directors: Per Johnson and Olivia Szaj

Devil, the Queen of Darkness........................................................................................................................................... Ellie Murphy

Perseus, the Devil’s Assistant.............................................................................................................................................. Sam Gilats

Steve, a telemarketer........................................................................................................................................... Leo Sampsell-Jones

Jane Exelly III, a CEO in Hell.......................................................................................................................................... Violet Benson

Tony Granding, a politician................................................................................................................................................... Oliver Zhu

World’s First Lawyer........................................................................................................................................ Naci Konar-Steenberg

Calvin, a high school math teacher............................................................................................................................. Sal Burkhardt

Maggie Anne, a 1950’s housewife................................................................................................................................. Olivia Fenlon

Death............................................................................................................................................................................................ Oliver Zhu

5 MINUTE INTERMISSION 

THE ONE-ACT PLAY THAT GOES WRONG 
by Henry Lewis, Jonathan Sayer and Henry Shields 

Directors: Nan Besse and Sam Zelazo

Synopsis: You all know the classic murder mystery story. There has been an untimely death at a country manor, everyone is a 
suspect, and an inspector is set on the case to find who the culprit is. However, when this play is performed by the accident- 
prone thespians of The Cornley Drama Society, everything that can go wrong…does! The actors and crew battle against all odds 
to make it through to their final curtain call, with hilarious consequences!  

Members of the Cornley Polytechnic Drama Society:

Chris (Plays Inspector Carter)......................................................................................................................................... Valerie Wick

Sandra (Plays Florence Colleymoore)......................................................................................................................... Griffin Moore 

Max (Plays Cecil Haversham)......................................................................................................................................... Alice Duncan 

Robert (Plays Thomas Colleymoore)................................................................................................................................. Milo Zelle 

Jonathan (Plays Charles Haversham)............................................................................................................................ Ellie Putaski 

Dennis (Perkins)....................................................................................................................................................................... Bri Rucker 

Annie........................................................................................................................................................................................ Alyssa Ebert 

Trevor................................................................................................................................................................................... Dominik Polley

ARTISTIC STAFF
Program Director and Supervisor............................................................................................................................................................. Eric Severson

Technical Director and Scene Designer................................................................................................................................................... Sara Herman

Master Carpenter.................................................................................................................................................................................................. Tyler Krohn

Assistant Director/Supervisor.................................................................................................................................................................... Akie Kutsanai 

Light Board Operator..................................................................................................................................................................................... Peter Ostrem

Sound Board Operator................................................................................................................................................................................. Lorenzo Good

Tech Crew.......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Stella Gunther

Light and Sound Supervisors.......................................................................................................... Gene Swanson, Jim Szalzy, Melissa Douden

Photographer.................................................................................................................................................................................................. John Severson
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HUSS CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS STAFF
Director of Technology........................................................................................................................................................................................ Garry Clum

Media/Technology Coordinator.................................................................................................................................................................... Gene Swanson

Web Manager and Media Coordinator.......................................................................................................................................................... Matt Edens

Director of Operations and Security...................................................................................................................................................... Mark Dickinson

Facilities Superintendent.............................................................................................................................................................................. Pete Kilibarda

Scheduling Supervisor................................................................................................................................................................................ Melissa Douden

Safety and Security Supervisor..............................................................................................................................................................Seamus Glewwe

Huss Center Production Coordinator........................................................................................................................................................Eric Severson

SPA PERFORMING ARTS CALENDAR 2021-2022
All performances at Huss Center except where otherwise noted

MS MUSICAL 
Shrek, the Musical 
March 4, 2022, 7 pm 
March 5, 2022, 7 pm 
March 6, 2022, 2 pm

US ORCHESTRA/VOCAL CONCERT  
Dress Rehearsal April 22, 2022 
April 23, 2022, 7 pm

M/US JAZZ CABARET  
at Redleaf Commons 
April 30, 2022, 7 pm

US MUSICAL 
Oklahoma! 
May 13, 2022, 7 pm 
May 14, 2022, 7 pm 
May 15, 2022, 4 pm

MS SPRING SHOWCASE 
May 19, 2022, 6:30 pm

MS INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT  
May 25, 2022, 6:30 pm

MS VOCAL CONCERT  
May 26, 2022, 6:30 pm

SPECIAL THANKS

Gene Swanson, Matt Edens, Jim Szalzy, Melissa Douden, Chuck Andres, Pete Kilibarda and the entire Maintenance 
Staff, Seamus Glewee & the entire Safety and Security staff, Garry Clum, Ed Williams, Theresa Collins, Bryn 
Roberts, Jill Romans, Chris Huebner, Daryn Lowman, Sara Herman, Tyler Krohn, Mitch Frazier, Jay Schuller, Paul 
Whitaker, Anne Odegard, Ami Berger, John & Lynne Severson, Next Stages, Andy Rose, Prop It Up, Morgan Riley, 
Ingrid Johnson, Maise Burkhardt, Subway Sandwiches, Ruth Mellin, Haley Sigler, Anne Klus, Dawn Wickstrom, 
Andrea Sachs, Kate Lockwood, Linnette Werner, Maura Mitchell, Laura Johnson, the incredible casts & crew, and 
a very special thanks to Gray, Vivian, Per, Olivia, Sam and Nan! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
You’re invited to the 2022 MSHSL One-Act Play Competition! The first round of competition, Sub-Sections, 
begins tomorrow, January 29, at 10a.m. in the Huss Center for the Performing Arts. SPA will be performing The 
Yellow Wallpaper and the cast and crew will compete against five other schools in their sub-section: United 
Christian Academy, Groves Academy, Eagle Ridge Academy, Holy Family Catholic High School and New Life 
Academy. Performances being at 10 a.m. and SPA is scheduled to perform at 10:55 a.m. Admission is free all day. 
Please arrive promptly; no late seating allowed. We hope to see you there!


